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What are social networking sites?
Social networking sites are online communities that allow you to share information about yourself and your program with 
clients, colleagues, family, and friends. Many social networking sites let you upload photos, videos, create a blog, post 
events, join groups, and send messages. 

There are many different types of social networking sites, many of which are free, and they range from general to those 
tailored for a specific demographic or interest area. Examples of general social networking sites include Facebook , 
Google+ , and LinkedIn . PatientsLikeMe  is an example of a health-related social networking site. 

Who is using social networking sites?
• 67% of online adults use social networking sites; 
• 40% of cell phone owners use a social networking site on their phone; and
• 72% of Hispanic, 68% of Black, and 65% of white internet users use social networking sites.1 
• Facebook has one billion active users as of October 2012; and
• 584 million Facebook users log on to the site daily.2 
• 15% of social network site users have gotten any health information on social networking sites.3 

How can I use social networking sites in response to HIV?
• Connect people around HIV prevention, testing, treatment, and research information. 
• Form support groups for those living with or affected by, HIV/AIDS. 
• Recruit people for HIV-related activities, focus groups, or clinical trials. 
• Find and share information about HIV-related events or activities. 

What are some examples from the field?
• AIDS.gov on Facebook: www.facebook.com/AIDS.gov  
• CDC NPIN’s LinkedIn group:  

http://www.linkedin.com/groups/National-Prevention-Information-Network-NPIN-154322/about 
• PEPFAR on Facebook: www.facebook.com/PEPFAR 
• Greater than AIDS on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/greaterthanaids 
• PatientsLikeMe HIV page: http://www.patientslikeme.com/conditions/6-hiv-human-immunodeficiency-virus 

Where can I learn more about social networking sites? 
• Common Craft’s Video “Social Networks in Plain English”:  

www.commoncraft.com/video-social-networking 
• CDC’s Guidelines and Best Practices for Social Media Tools:  

http://www.cdc.gov/socialmedia/tools/guidelines/index.html 
• Mashable’s “The Beginner’s Guide to Social Media”:  

http://mashable.com/2012/06/12/social-media-beginners-guide/ 
1 Pew Internet & American Life Project, “Social Networking Sites,” http://pewinternet.org/Commentary/2012/March/Pew-Internet-Social-Networking-full-detail.aspx . Accessed on 4/8/13.
2 Facebook, “Newsroom,” http://newsroom.fb.com/Key-Facts . Accessed on 1/14/13.
3 Pew Internet & American Life Project, “The Social Life of Health Information,” http://pewinternet.org/Reports/2011/Social-Life-of-Health-Info/Summary-of-Findings.aspx . Accessed on 1/14/13.
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