


2. Establishing an independent and interdisciplinary external advisory group (EAG) with
stakeholder representation to monitor and assess the U19 progress. It is imperative that
the EAG will involve key community members with expertise in pediatric and adolescent
research. Similarly, it is crucial to include youth as they are essential stakeholders and
have the greatest increase in new cases of HIV for all age groups.

These recommendations derive from the National HIV/AIDS Strategy action item L.A.s which
explicitly states that we include stakeholder expertise by inserting specific RFA language and
review criteria related to the meaningful involvement of communities and clinical sites with
expertise in adolescent development in order to avoid marginalization that may negatively
impact the research agenda.

We respectfully ask for the Administration’s support to obtain a commitment from NIH for
adequate infrastructure funding and independent monitoring of the new U19 mechanism to
ensure results from these important research efforts are maximized.

Best regards,

PACHA

Enclosure

CC: Robert W. Eisinger, PhD, NIH Acting Associate Director for AIDS Research and Acting Director
for the Office of AIDS Research
Anne Reid, MPH, Counselor, Science and Public Health
Karen DeSalvo, MD, MPH, MSc, Acting Assistant Secretary for Health




